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July 26, 2004 and a German Office communication dated March 31, 2006 issued in the 
corresponding applications are provided herewith. 
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Sir: 



{WP319310;!} 



Application No: 10/579,189 
Information Disclosure Statement 



Attorney Docket No: 3926.271 



1. US 4,798,770 

2. EP 0 837 235 Al (in English) 

3 . JP 4-27245 5 A (English abstract is provided) 

4. EP 0 092 683 Al (in English) 

5. EP 1 048 825 Al (English abstract is provided) 

6. US 5, 224, 997 

7. DE 197 21 406 Al (its English-language equivalent application GB 2 313 651 A 
is provided) 

8. DT 2 027 649 (explanation of relevancy is provided) 

9. DE 43 28 619 C2 (English abstract is provided) 

10. DE 34 30 056 C 1 (has English-language equivalent application US 4,662,326) 

11. DE 690 2 1 6 1 4 T2 (English abstract is provided) 

12. DE 199 02 864 Al (English abstract is provided) 

Documents 1-7 were cited in the International Search Report. Documents 8-11 were 
cited in the German Office communication dated July 26, 2004. Document 12 was cited in the 
German Office communication dated March 3 1 , 2006. 

No English translation or abstract for Document 8 is readily available. It is stated in the 
German Office communication dated July 26, 2004 that Document 8 discloses a component of 
an internal combustion engine (Figures 1 and 2; claim 1) having at least one area which is 
thermally more highly stressed than another area during the operation of the internal combustion 
engine (Figures 1 and 2; position 2 "piston bottom" and position 3 "orifice edge of the 
combustion chamber"; claims 1 and 2) wherein the thermally highly stressed area has smaller 
thermal expansion coefficient than the thermally less stressed area (paragraph 3 on page 3 of the 
specification) . Therefore, it is stated in the German Office communication dated July 26, 2004 
that original claim 1 of the present invention is not patentable. It is further stated that claims 2-4 
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and 7-8 of the present invention are disclosed by Document 8. However, the claims have been 
amended in response to the German Office communication and the claims pending in the instant 
application are the amended version. Document 8 is no longer relevant to the amended claims. 

Since the present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date 
of the first office Action, no certificate under 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) 
is required. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicants do not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 

Applicants respectfully request that the listed documents be considered by the Examiner 
and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of Form PTO/SB/08A 
be returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: July 17, 2006 




Registration No. 56,150 

Customer No. 30448 

Akerman Senterfitt 

222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 

West Palm Beach, FL 33401 

Phone: 561-653-5000 

Fax: 561-659-6313 
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